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In Colombia's presidential election on May 27, M-19 candidate Antonio Navarro Wolff won 13%
of the vote. The Washington Post (06/02/90) points out that in Colombian electoral history, the
left had never won more than 4.5% of the vote. Moreover, about 1,100 leftist politicians have been
assassinated since 1985. President-elect Cesar Gaviria of the ruling Liberal Party received only 48%
of the vote in elections with the lowest voter turnout (46%) in recent history. Gaviria's advisers
have said he will offer a high visibility post to the M-19. The M-19 guerrilla movement disarmed
and joined civilian political life in March. Navarro says his party will exercise an important role
in a constitutional assembly where the M-19 will be given a significant proportion of seats. In
addition to running third nationally, the M-19 won the only four provincial capitals Gaviria's party
lost, including Barranquilla, Colombia's fourth-largest city. The M-19's presidential candidate
Carlos Pizarro was assassinated on April 26 aboard a commercial airliner. The M-19 decided to
stay in the elections with Navarro as its candidate. Navarro said his party would demand the
governorships of the four provinces where he won elections. Governors are appointed by the
central government. In most major cities, where new mayors took office June 1, the M-19 was given
important administrative posts.
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